


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lesson 7 2 Peter 2:1-22 
 

Are you mature enough in your Christian walk to discern truth from error, and would you be able 
to recognize a false teacher if you came across one? Are you skillful enough in handling the 
Scripture to refute false teaching when you hear it? During the growth of the early church, 
believers were being bombarded with false teaching, prompting Peter to devote a good portion 
of his second epistle to the subject. It is worth noting that false teaching is every bit in evidence 
today as it was in Peter’s day. In fact, if you don’t know the truth of God’s Word, you will be easy 
prey for those who propagate false teaching.  

 

Memory Verse:  

	“. . .The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under 
punishment for the day of judgment.” 2 Peter 2: 9 
 
Review this verse often throughout the week. Write it out a couple of times to help you commit 
it to memory. By week’s end, try to notice how and where you are able to it into practice. Note 
your results on the last page of your homework.  
 

FIRST DAY – 2 PETER 2:1-3 

Begin your study each day with a word of prayer.  

Read 2 Peter 2:1–22.  

The closing verses of chapter 1 comprise the bridge conveying the severe warning in chapter 2. 
Previously, Peter explained that God gave His truth to holy men who spoke to people as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit. True prophets spoke and wrote down God’s words, but there 
were also false prophets at work. The information communicated by these false teachers was 
very destructive, contradicting the true prophets who were sent by God to awaken the people to 
turn from their sins.  

 



Peter explains that these false teachings—heresies—were secretly brought in, meaning they 
were smuggled in. False teachers knowingly and purposely sought to turn people from the truth 
to their lies, which would ultimately lead to destruction and judgment. It begs the question: would 
you knowingly place yourself under the influence of someone spreading destructive heresies? 
Of course not! But some of those spreading false teaching do so in very clever and subtle ways.  

1. If you’ve ever listened to and recognized a false teacher in action, you most likely know what 
to look for. Think about the characteristics of this type of individual that makes them so 
appealing. In your opinion . . .  
 
a. What would they sound like? 	 

b. What would their demeanor look like? 	 

c. What would their message contain? 	 

2. From where does Peter say the false teachers would come? v. 1  

 

Think about it: for someone inside the church to be teaching false doctrine, they would have to 
be hearing the truth and then deliberately distorting it. Peter immediately focuses on the content 
that was heretical in this teaching: they were denying the sovereign Lord who bought them (v. 
1). The word bought comes from agorazo, meaning to redeem.  

The Old Testament passages of Exodus 6:6–7a and 2 Samuel 7:23 tell us that God redeemed 
Israel to make them His people, to show His awesome deeds, and to make His name known.  

The New Testament usage of the word redeem means to buy a person out of slavery.  

3. Take a look at 1 Corinthians 6:20 and 1 Peter 1:18-19. What do you find there about the price 
paid to redeem you? To whom do you now belong?  

 

4. To what extent does Peter say these false teachers will go? What will they bring upon 
themselves as a result? v. 1  

 



a. What will they cause many to do? What effect will this have on the reputation of Christ 
and the Gospel? v. 2 	 

 

b. What is their method? v. 3 	 

 

False teachers have every intention of exploiting others with stories they have manufactured for 
their own purpose or financial gain. They fleece the flock by distorting the truth, telling people 
what they want to hear. Peter says that though these teachers seem to be getting away with 
their sin for the time being, all the while condemnation is hanging over them and destruction will 
eventually be their end.  

5. Personal: Have you ever found yourself in a situation where you have “stretched the truth” in 
order to achieve some sort of personal gain; whether it be monetary or for the purpose of 
looking good in someone else’s eyes? As the saying goes: ”A person is as good as his or 
her word.” How good should a Christian’s word be? How good is your word?  

 

 

 

SECOND DAY – 2 PETER 2:4-17  

Read 2 Peter 2:4-17 for review. 

In case there were some who still did not believe in a future judgment, Peter gives three 
examples of God’s past judgment (vv. 4–8). Beginning with the broader look at the angelic realm 
of the cosmos and His judgment of the angels, Peter then moves to the judgment of all mankind 
in the worldwide flood, and then more locally to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. These three 
judgments prove that absolutely no one is exempt from judgment—not even the angels. God is 
a God of justice and fairness who is not willing to compromise with unconfessed sin. But He is 
also a God of grace and mercy and willing to forgive any and all who come to Him with a truly 
repentant heart.  

Noah believed God and was protected from the flood that covered the earth (Genesis 7:11-23). 
Abraham’s nephew, Lot, was also rescued from destruction (Genesis 19:1– 24), proving that 



“the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under 
punishment for the day of judgment” (v. 9). The word “temptations” here could best be translated 
trials, which literally refers to the test. The New Testament consistently refers to the Second 
Coming of Christ as the final test. The Lord will act to rescue those that are His, but the ungodly 
will face judgment. The word “reserve” (v. 9) also means to hold, keep, or guard. It suggests that 
God is in control of judgment—He will have the final say with each person.  

1. Verse 10 is a reference to the false teachers being included in God’s judgment. Describe the 
character of false teachers mentioned in this verse.  

 

 

a. In contrast to the audacity of false teachers, what does v. 11 say about angels?  

 

The false teacher’s claim to fame is usually the self-professed attainment of a higher level of 
knowledge and spirituality. Peter charges that they actually blaspheme in matters they do not 
understand (v.12). Meaning, that all of their apparent knowledge is worthless. They are brute 
beasts made to be caught and destroyed. Here in verses 12– 17, Peter graphically illustrates 
the character that is linked to this kind of person, underscoring the fact that our actions speak 
much louder than our words!  

2. Fill in the chart below. Align the behavior next to the characteristic in each verse. The first 
one is done for you as an example. Once you complete the list, take a long look at it.  

VERSE CHARACTERISTIC BEHAVIOR 

v. 12 brute beasts – creatures of instinct blaspheme – speak evil of things 
they do not understand 

v. 13   

v. 14   

v. 15a   

v. 17   

 
3.   In a sentence, summarize the outcome of these individuals. 	 

 



THIRD DAY – 2 PETER 2:18-22 

Read 2 Peter 2:1-22 for review, focusing on verses 18-22. 

The empty, boastful words of the false teachers were enticing to some believers in Peter’s day, 
as they still are today. In the remaining verses of this chapter, Peter mentions who these false 
teachers target and the substance of their appeal.  

1. From what you’ve learned, think about what Peter meant by the words he uses in verse 18. 
Record your own thoughts.:  

words of emptiness – 	 

lewdness – 	 

those who live in error – 	 

By appealing to lustful, sensual desires, these false teachers were very effective in drawing 
believers away from the truth of the gospel. They didn’t go after strong, mature believers; rather 
their prime target was the newer or weaker Christians—those who were unsteady in the faith.  

2. Contrast what these teachers offered versus the state of their condition. v. 19  

 

a. What does Peter say in this verse about being a slave?  

 

b. Look back at what Jesus had to say about the bondage of sin and how to become free. 
See John 8:31–36.  

 

3. What does Peter say about the false teachers who know the truth but then turn away from 
it?  In what way would they have been better off? vv. 21–22 (Think about this carefully.)  

 

 

 



Peter’s final point is a very strong, graphic one: “A dog returns to his own vomit; a sow, having 
washed, to her wallowing in the mire” (v. 22). In other words, those who return to their evil life 
after becoming enlightened and cleansed by the Truth are no better than a dog that vomits and 
returns to it, or a pig that is washed clean but immediately returns to rolling in the mud. Animals 
do things naturally, but human beings who make an outward profession of faith without inwardly 
being transformed by the Holy Spirit will also soon return to their old way of life because it is so 
natural to them; they are comfortable with it.  

 

FOURTH DAY – 2 PETER 2 REVIEW  

Take some time to thoughtfully navigate your way through this next exercise, keeping in mind 
that younger, weaker believers in the faith are more susceptible to false teachers.  

1.   Hebrews 5:12–14 give a clear reason to “grow up” in your faith. According to these verses, 
what is wrong with settling for just the milk of the Word? What is the advantage of moving on 
to solid food? 	 

 

 

2.   Look again at Ephesians 4:13–15. If a believer remains in a stage of spiritual infancy, what 
are you vulnerable to? What does God want you to do instead? 	 

 

3.   Hebrews 3:12–13 present the one thing that will hinder you from growing up— what is it?  
 
 
Will you receive the exhortation from the Holy Spirit to hear His voice and return to Him? 
Close your study today with some time in prayer. 	 

 
 
à Memory Verse Review:  Can you recite your memory verse?  Have you been able to put it 
into practice this week?   
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